Dr. Oliver C. McGhee

Dr. Oliver Clawde Mc(ihee graduated from West Virginia Uiniversity in 1942, with
a hachelor of science degree in Agriculture and a major in agriculture cducation. He was
employed s a teacher of vocational agriculture in Preston County, West Virginia, and after
a short interval, his teaching carcer was put on hold for World War I while he served in the
U, 5 MNavy. Aficr serving his country. he was discharged and assumed the position of
vocalivmal agriculiure teacher at Kingwood
High %chool, where he taught until 1961,
More than 500 students in Kingwood [Tigh
School profited from his instructional
program. He completed his PhoD. degree in
agricultural education at the Ohio Statc
University, in 1968,

D, MeGhee taught a full complement
of the professional agricullural education
courses, advised both undergraduate and
graduate students, conducted in-service
workshops for active vo-ag teachers,
supervised student teachers” training pro-
grams, served on College and University Com-
mittces and advised the Collegiate FFA
Chapter. During his tenure at WV he was
also involved with the State Vo-Ag Judging
contests held annually at WL, which in-
volved thousands of students from State high
schools; State FFA Convention, Vo-Ag
Teachers Conference; State Vocational
Conference. North Atlantic Regional Agri-
culture Education Conference: and. National FTFA Conference.

Mast of Dr. MeGhee's research was by way of serving on and/or chairing the research
commitles of those teachers pursuing a master’s degres.

D, MoGihee is credited with initiating a statewide profissional cxpericnce program
for prospective teachers of vocational agriculture, In this program. students were placed
with highly successtul teachers of vocational agriculture throughowt the State where they
received professional supervised experience during the Summer. This was the lirsl program
of 1ts Kind in the United States. and many of oday s vo-ag teachers profited from this pro-
gram. [l also conducted the first workshop for vo-ag teachers dealing with the “Use of
Microcomputers in Vocational Education, with Emphasis on Agricultural Cducation.™

1. Mclihee received many honors during his professional tenure. such as Oul-
standing Teacher at WU 1976-77, Outstanding Service Award for Distinzuished 1.eader-
ship in Education, presented by West Virgmia Vocational Association, 1969, Southem States
Cooperative | eadership Award; Distinguished Service o Vocational Agriculture and Fu-
mire Farmers of America. presented by State FTA Association, 1983; Certificale of Merit for
Distinguished Services  West Virginia Agriculiure, presented by West Virginia Chaprer,
Ciamma Higma [elta; and, VIF Award in Appreciation for Many Years of Owtstanding
Service 1o Vocational Agriculture and FFAL presented by the Natiomal FFA Associalion,
1988

D, MoGhee 15 a member of many State and Mational Orzanizations in the field of
Vocanonal and Agricultural Education. He is a devoted husband and father. and active
member in the Kingwood Baptist Church. serving the church locally and staiewide n
many capacities.



