LEIGHTON G. WATSON

Lti.;h‘ton G. Watson, lur more than 4 years an active participant in the agricultural affairs of
West Virginis and several foreign countries, is 8 native of Berkeley County. He received s bachelor’s
degree and a master’s degree in journalism [rom West Virginia University.

LUpon reeriving his bachelor’s degree in 1938, he became assistant Fxtension Editor for the West
Virginia University Cooperative Extention Service. In July 1939, he moved to the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration, U5, Department of Agriculture, as State (ffice Azsiztant in charge of information,
one of the first in the nation in that organization. He continued with the 1.5, Department of Agriculture,
with time out for 38 months seevice in the U5, Mavy, until 147, On July], 1947, he became Extension
Faitor of the WVLU Cooperative Extension Service.

During the remainder of his enreer, he was actively involved in the sditing. printing, smd distribution of
all publications issued by the Cooperative Extension Service, In addition, be supervised the preparation
and distribution of the radio and 12bevision service and newspaper releases. He initinted and developed the
pre=ent radio tape service to West Virginia radio stations. He was responsible for planning and implemen-
ting the educational communications programs 1o support the sctivities of the West Virginia University
Center lor Extension and Continuing Fducation.
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Mr. Watson alen served agriculture and rural people a1 the internstional level. During 1954-55, he spent
14 months in Turkey 2s an inlormation sdvisor to the Turkish Ministry of Agriculiure. He also spent two
different periods in Nicaragua working with the Ministry of Agriculture to develop training programs for
E-xtensbon Agents in the use of radio to reach rural penple. Another similar assignment took Mr. Watson 1o
Alghanistan in 1971 and 1o Bangladesh in 1974, He also had two tours of duty in El Salvadar.

In 1963, he was elected o membership in Gamma Sigma Dela, the Hooor Seciety of Agriculture. He
served as prosident for one year, He in also a member of Epsilon Sigma Phi and in 1970, the Grand Council
ol Epailon Sigma Phi, National Honorary Extension Fraternity, awarded him a Certificate of Heoognition
“for outstanding service a8 an Extension worker in West Virginia.” He i 8 member of the 4-H All Stars.

A lormer co-worker recently made this statement concerning Mr, Watson:

“In his quiet, efficient. unessuming, sinoere, and dedicated spproach to the sccomplishment of diffieult
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